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Texas Public 
Health Coalition

Outcomes From the 86th 
Legislature
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86th Legislature Coalition Priorities

● Infectious disease and immunizations
●Tobacco and e-cigarette use
●Chronic disease and obesity prevention
●Public health infrastructure
●Maternal health
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Overall Outcomes for Public Health
●Of TPHC’s 13 priority public health bills, 11 reached the governor’s desk.

9 signed or filed without signature
2 vetoed

●TPHC provided support for 5 Department of State Health Services 
(DSHS) budget exceptional item requests. 4 were partially or fully 
funded.

●TPHC provided support for 5 budget riders. 3 were adopted in the final 
budget.
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Infectious Disease & Immunizations
Immunizations for first responders
HB 1418 
(Phelan)

Creates system to inform first responders of their 
immunization history and potential disease risk on 
certification and recertification

Supported Signed by the
governor, 
effective 
immediately

HB 1256 
(Phelan)

Creates process for first responders and their 
employers to access their immunization status in 
disaster response

Supported Signed by the 
governor, 
effective 9/1

Infection control in long-term care
HB 1848 
(Klick)

Enhances infection prevention and control programs 
in nursing homes to include protocols for rapid 
influenza testing and limiting spread of multidrug 
resistant organisms

Supported Signed by the 
governor, 
effective 9/1
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Parents’ right to know
SB 329 
(Seliger)

Granting access to de-identified campus-
level immunization data

Supported Received hearing; 
died in committee

Unvaccinated patients in clinics
SB 2351 
(Hall)

Prohibiting health care providers from 
declining to treat unvaccinated patients

Opposed Received hearing; 
died in committee

Infectious Disease & Immunizations

Budget riders
Economic study of vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks Supported In final budget
Permitting use of Adult Safety Net vaccines on certain 
unimmunized Medicare-D patients

Supported In final budget

Study of vaccine delinquency among unimmunized 
children admitted to public school

Supported House passed; left 
out of final budget

6

Framing the Immunization 
Conversation This Session

● From January 1 to August 29, 1,234 
cases of measles have been 
confirmed nationwide, including 21 
in Texas.

●A case of whooping cough was 
confirmed in a House page in 
March, potentially exposing 
legislators and staff

●April 26: The Texas Tribune presents 
A Conversation on Children’s Health 
and Vaccines, featuring two TPHC 
member organizations
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Tobacco & E-Cigarette Use
Tobacco 21
SB 21 
(Huffman, 
Zerwas)

Raises the minimum age of sale for tobacco and 
e-cigarette products from 18 to 21 statewide, 
except military members

Supported Signed by the 
governor,
effective 9/1

Texas Public Health Coalition Chair 
John Carlo, MD, speaking in support of 
Tobacco 21 alongside bill authors Sen. 
Joan Huffman (R-Houston), Rep. John 
Zerwas, MD (R-Richmond), and other 
members of the legislature.
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Tobacco & E-Cigarette Use
E-cigarette sales tax
HB 4013 
(Miller)

Imposing a sales and use tax on e-cigarette 
vapor products 

Conditionally 
supported

Died on House 
floor on a point of 
order

Budget riders
Eliminating budget language prohibiting DSHS from using 
paid media to combat tobacco use

Supported In final budget

DSHS’ base funding for tobacco prevention was increased to $18.6 million 
for the 2020-21 biennium.
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Chronic Disease Prevention

Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT)
HB 39 
(Zerwas, 
Nelson)

Repealing time limitations on CPRIT grant 
awards

Supported Signed by the 
governor, effective 
immediately

HJR 12 
(Zerwas,
Nelson)

Proposing a constitutional amendment to 
increase maximum bond amount for CPRIT

Supported Filed with the 
secretary of state; 
will appear on 
November ballot

Water fluoridation
HB 3552 
(Sheffield)

Requiring minimum 60-day public written 
notice period for reduction or termination of 
community water fluoridation

Supported Signed by the 
governor, effective 
9/1
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Injury Prevention
Motor vehicle safety
HB 448 
(Turner)

Creating a secondary offense for failing to 
secure a child under age 2 in a rear-facing car 
seat

Supported Vetoed by the 
governor

Gov. Abbott’s veto statement:
“House Bill 448 is an unnecessary invasion of parental rights and an unfortunate 
example of over-criminalization.  Texas already compels drivers to use a car seat for a 
child under eight years of age.  See Tex. Transp. Code § 545.412.  House Bill 448 would 
get even more prescriptive, dictating which way the car seat must be facing for a child 
under two years of age.  It is not necessary to micromanage the parenting process to 
such a great extent, much less to criminalize different parenting decisions by Texans.”
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Obesity Prevention

Physical activity and nutrition
HB 455 
(Allen)

Requiring school districts to adopt recess 
policies specifying minimum minutes of 
recess per week and whether recess can be 
taken away for disciplinary reasons

Supported Vetoed by the 
governor

Gov. Abbott’s veto statement:
“I appreciate the good intentions behind House Bill 455, and there is no disputing the 
educational and health benefits of recess during the school day. But requiring the 
State and its school districts to churn out more policies and mandates about recess is 
just bureaucracy for bureaucracy’s sake.”
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Obesity Prevention
Physical activity and nutrition (cont’d.)
SB 952 
(Watson)

Aligning Texas child care facility licensing 
standards for physical activity, nutrition, and 
screen time with national standards

Supported Filed without 
signature, effective 9/1

SB 1834 
(Alvarado)

Authorizing a pilot incentive program for SNAP 
recipients to purchase fruit and vegetables

Supported Signed by the governor, 
effective 9/1

SB 1376 
(Paxton)

School regulatory relief bill that contained a 
provision repealing mandatory FitnessGram 
physical fitness testing

Submitted
letter of 
concern

FitnessGram repealer 
removed. Signed by 
the governor.

Budget riders
Statewide study of malnutrition Supported House passed; left out 

of final budget
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Public Health Infrastructure
Budget exceptional item requests
Laboratory services, including public health laboratory 
repair and renovation, upgrades to laboratory software, 
increasing staff and salary support

Supported In final budget ($126 M)

Vital records management, including security and 
quality improvements

Supported In final budget ($31.5 M)

Enhance outdated infectious disease reporting system Supported In final budget ($3.5 M)

Newborn screening
SB 748 
(Kolkhorst)

Creating a dedicated Newborn Screening 
Preservation Account

Supported Signed by the governor,
effective 9/1
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Maternal Health

Maternal safety, coverage, and continuity of care
SB 436 
(Nelson)

Encoding and expanding the TexasAIM
maternal safety bundles for women with 
opioid use disorders

Supported Signed by the governor; 
effective immediately. 
$7 M in final budget.

HB 744 
(Rose)

Extending Medicaid coverage for new 
mothers to 12 months postpartum

No position Passed House; did not 
receive a hearing in 
Senate

SB 748 
(Kolkhorst)

Establishes pregnancy medical homes, high-
risk maternal care coordinated service pilot 
programs, telehealth programs for prenatal 
& postpartum care

No position Signed by the governor,
effective 9/1

SB 750  
(Kolkhorst)

Enhancing continuity of care for transition 
from Medicaid to Healthy Texas Women

No position Signed by the governor, 
effective immediately
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Discussion & Questions

All testimony, news, and highlights from 
session available online at: 

www.txphc.org


